Excerpts from a letter to ACA Leaders From J. Michael Flynn, D.C., ACA Governor, District V
"Several months ago, the Board of Governors asked me to serve as fundraising chairman for the National Chiropractic
Legal Action Fund. Who among you would like that responsibility? Dr. Krippendorf referred to the position as "Whip". As
most of you know, I just completed two years as Chairman of the Board, I am enjoying my practice, and with Dr.
Manceaux, am building a 1,800 sq. ft. addition to our clinic. I am also on a seven-member library board in my community
building a new 70, 000 sq. ft. 12 million dollar library scheduled to open in December O.K., blah, blah, I'm a busy guy, but
so are you. Let's get to the point.
... In November of 1998 HCFA (Shalala) wrote a regulation that, if implemented, would allow Medicare managed care
plans to utilize other providers in place of chiropractors to provide the specific chiropractic benefit in Medicare. Legal
Action was immediately implemented by the ACA. Thirty months or so later, we saw a decision by the Secretary of HHS
that physical therapists could NOT be reimbursed in Medicare for providing the chiropractic benefit. Think where we
would be today, a profession, if we had not accepted this challenge and won. It had to be done and we (ACA) have to
provide the funding. In the HCFA suit, we are waiting for summary judgment on the issue of other providers being used
in place of chiropractors.
... In August 2000, the ACA decided, enough is enough" ' The blatant discrimination by the Blues and especially (Trigon
Virginia) to our patients had to be challenged. This case is in the deposition phase-very costly-with the trial scheduled
for November. Keep the faith because we have the right cause and the right legal team to get the effect we are looking
for. We (you and I) made the decision to file the lawsuits and we (you and I) have an obligation to see that they are
funded....
... Today, we have 272 doctors who contribute, by debit on their card, $21,985.00 each month. Each of our last two legal
bills was nine times that amount. We are getting other contributions and in May received a total of $91,000.00, which was
approximately half of our legal bill for that month. Without hundreds more doctors participating on a monthly basis and
without your help getting them to contribute, we are going to have a huge deficit, which we will have to consider funding
with our ACA restricted reserves. Not good.
... Five college Presidents are sending out alumni letters asking for contributions and we are going after the other
Presidents to do likewise. Dynamic Chiropractic will be doing an article on the lawsuits in each issue. The first one
began with the July expedition. Dr Fab Mancini with Parker Seminars has pledged to raise a million dollars for us this
year

..Bottom line - get involved. We are in the fight of our professional lives.”

